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Looking for education 
resources including book 

reviews, book trailers, 
activities and more? 



How to order
To order titles from this catalogue,  

please contact your local bookseller  

or preferred educational supplier.

 

For any enquiries,  

email teachers@penguinrandomhouse.com.au

We publish a book for every young reader. 

We create books and stories to share, 

entertain, inspire and inform, that support 

all young people in their reading journey. 

We find and develop the authors and 

illustrators who know what readers want 

to read, and empower them to craft their 

best work. We are innovative, curious, 

collaborative and playful, always seeking 

to publish quality books that bring joy.  

We grow the readers of the future. 

Our purpose
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TEACHE
RS’ 

RESOUR
CES

Download free ready-to-use 

lesson ideas and activities 

designed to bring books to life 

in your classroom.

ACTIVITIES
Engage students with free printable activity sheets.

AUTHOR VIS
ITS

Bring storytelling directly to your 

students! Penguin authors are 

available for in-person school 

visits or virtual excursions.

For more information, email 

publicity@penguinrandomhouse.com.au
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POWER UP YOUR 

YEAR WITH PENGUIN

Whether you’re looking 

for transformation, 

inner wellness, new 

experiences or simply an 

inspirational story, use 

these fantastic books to 

power up with Penguin.

BOOK CLUB QUESTIONSExtend your own reading beyond the classroom with our curated discussion guides, ideal for staff  book clubs, collegial discussion and personal 
reading enjoyment.

EXTRA
CTS

Access free samples 

and fi rst chapters to 

help you choose the 

perfect book.

AUTHOR Q&AS

Spark curiosity and 

deepen students’ 

engagement with 

exclusive interviews from 

their favourite creators.



NEW

RE L EA S E S
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Picture Book

Themes
Easter, Christianity, Celebration 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

9780143796909

2+

ISBN: 9781761352430 

RRP: $24.99

Pages: 32

The First 
Easter
Jess Racklyeft
20 JANUARY 2026

A long time ago, in a country far away a man called Jesus travelled to 

the big city to spread a message of peace and goodwill . . .

A beautiful book for every family who celebrates the Easter holiday.

The First Easter brings the powerful story of the Easter period to even 
the youngest reader. And celebrates the ways we remember it with 
joy and happiness, surrounded by those we love.

A beautiful gift book with irresistible illustrations by the creator of  
The First Christmas.

About the author
Jess Racklyeft is the acclaimed creator of cards, picture books, original paintings, 
prints and all types of different client projects. She worked in publishing sales for 
many years, but now works full time as an artist and illustrator. Recent awards 
include the CBCA Notable Picture Book of the Year two years running. She lives in 
Melbourne with her family.

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Farms, Fun, Secrecy, Sabotage

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

978176089236497817608906819781761041556

6+

ISBN: 9781761355691 

RRP: $19.99 

Pages: 208 

The  
Adventures of 
Pongo and Stink
Lisa Nicol, Karen Blair
28 OCTOBER 2025

A roll-in-the-mud adventure story about two piggies who LOVE food, 

but bite off more than they can chew.

Pongo and Stink are FED UP with living in a pigsty. They want to live a 
life of luxury, all cosy in the farmhouse, getting loving pats from Farmer 
Nic while eating scones and jam on toast – just like their tormentor, 
Rollo the dog. When Pongo has the daring idea of dressing up as 
pups, the two piggies set out to chase their dreams. But will the wily 
fox scupper their plans? Or will Pongo and Stink discover that to be 
yourself is the greatest, mud-splattered adventure of all?

About the author
Lisa Nicol is an internationally published children’s author and sometimes 
documentary-maker. Her feature Wide Open Sky won the Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at the Sydney Film Festival. Her first novel, Dr Boogaloo and The Girl 

Who Lost Her Laughter was a CBCA Notable, Shenzhen Reading Month, Top Ten 
Children’s Books of the Year 2021 and is currently being adapted for the screen. 
Her other works include the hugely popular Vincent and The Grandest Hotel on 

Earth and The What on Earth Institute of Wonder. Lisa lives in Sydney with two out of 
her three children and a dusty old dog who smells worse than an elephant fart.

Karen Blair is an award-winning author and illustrator of nearly 20 children’s books. 
Her books have been published in eight countries, and she has illustrated for some 
of Australia’s most acclaimed authors.

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r



Audiobook 

available

7

F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Advocacy, Autonomy, Humour, 
Friendship

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

97806700754479780670074372

97806700727819780143301950

7+

ISBN: 9781761343759

RRP: $16.99 

Pages: 176 

Childish
Morris Gleitzman
2 SEPTEMBER 2025

A funny story about kids fixing things.

Childish. Me and Dot reckon it’s just a word for being a child.

And having a crack at solving a big problem using only a really good 
friendship and the world’s best dumplings and a thousand kilos of 
plasticine.

Like we’re doing now.

‘Childish . . . [is] another absolutely cracking book destined to become 

not only a classic but award-worthy.’  Sue Warren

‘This is a feel-good novel with warmth and humour.  Good Reading 

About the author
Morris Gleitzman grew up in England and came to Australia when he was sixteen. 
After university he worked for ten years as a screenwriter. Then he had a wonderful 
experience. He wrote a novel for young people. Now, after 45 books, he’s one 
of Australia’s most popular authors. He was appointed the Australian Children’s 
Laureate for 2018–2019.

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r

SCAN FOR 
TEACHERS 
RESOURCES
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Humour, Time travel 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

7+

ISBN: 9781761357725 

RRP: $14.99 

Pages: 144 

Toilet Time  
Machine 
Mark Serrels, Ruby Innes
4 NOVEMBER 2025

The Number #2 bestselling book about family, poo and a toilet  

that lets you TRAVEL THROUGH TIME!*

*Toilet currently out of order

Max has BIG problems. The toilet is busted, his dad is now a toddler 
(who won’t stop WEEING everywhere) and his little brother has been 
transformed into a 100-year-old man!

Oh, not to mention that the broken toilet is actually A TIME MACHINE.

Can Max fix the toilet time machine before both his dad and his little 
brother CEASE TO EXIST?

About the author
Mark is based in Sydney and has spent more than 10 years as an award-winning 
games journalist, editing the cult website, Kotaku Australia. He was later an editor 
at CNET, the world’s biggest tech website, before transitioning to CHOICE Australia, 
where he is currently Editorial Director. Mark liked rock climbing before it was cool 
and is a video game obsessive. He’s also a dad – not like the other dads, he’s a 
cool dad. One time, he raced his 10-year-old for $1000 and lost. Mark is also the 
most Scottish man alive.

Co-host of a Twitch video game show, Ruby Innes has been drawing her entire 
life. While not all of her drawings have been good, most of them have been either 
intentionally or unintentionally funny. While it was her work at Kotaku Australia as 
a games journalist that brought her to Mark’s attention, it was her illustrations that 
brought them together. Her approach when it comes to illustrating has always 
been, ‘What little thing can I include to really make this funny?’, which has largely 
worked in her favour. Ruby is based in Sydney and is half Scottish. Not as much as 
Mark, but it counts.

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r



Audiobook 

available
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Friendship, Family, Belonging, 
Resilience, Loss 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking, 
Ethical understanding, 
Intercultural understanding

Cross Curriculum 

priorities
Asia and Australia’s  
engagement with Asia

8+

ISBN: 9781761350740 

RRP: $17.99

Pages: 288

9780143787334978014330917897801433037949781761046513

The Silken 
Thread
Gabrielle Wang
1 JULY 2025

A magical story of friendship forged over distance between two 

children, from very different worlds, who share a common experience 

of loss and a passion for a life where dreams can come true.

Moonie lives in Melbourne and dreams of designing dresses for movie 
stars. Eight thousand kilometres away, on Chongming Island in China, 
peasant boy Little Dipper cares for the silkworms on his family’s farm 
and hopes to learn English.

On the day Moonie’s beloved Ma Mi goes away, Little Dipper appears 
in her house. Before they can speak, he is whisked back home. Aided 
by a magical silk cocoon, Little Dipper’s visits become a regular event 
and although neither knows how or why they are connected their 
bond grows each time.

Will the silken threads of friendship be enough to help Moonie bring 
Ma Mi home, or to save Little Dipper from the troublesome ghosts 
who stand between him and his dream of learning 
English?

About the author
Gabrielle Wang is an author and illustrator, and the Australian 
Children’s Laureate for 2022–2023. She was born in Melbourne 
of Chinese heritage. Her maternal great-grandfather came 
to Victoria during the Gold Rush and her father was from 
Shanghai. Her stories are a blend of Chinese and Western 
culture with a touch of fantasy.

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

SCAN FOR 
TEACHERS 
RESOURCES

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

Audiobook 
available

AGE RANGE

Text type

Short Stories

Themes
Humour, School, Friendship

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

8+

ISBN: 9781761352072 

RRP: $16.99 

Pages: 272 

Stories for  
the Kid  
Next Door
Emma Holland
2 SEPTEMBER 2025

The debut middle grade book from one of the funniest voices in 

Australian comedy.

Dive into a HILARIOUSLY unpredictable world where every page is 
packed with laughter.

You’re probably wondering what could be SO FUNNY that you should 
read this book over all the OTHER BOOKS on the shelf.

Is it the unicorn, causing chaos in a suburban home?

I mean, the story about a backyard MUSEUM OF WEIRD THINGS is 
pretty good.

You could even flick to the back and find out what happens when 
TWINS take their competitiveness TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

About the author
Quirky, refreshing and quick-witted, Emma Holland is one of Australia’s most original 
young talents. A comedian, collage artist and photographer, Emma’s multi-
hyphenated profile continues to rise. She is a regular panellist on the award-winning 
comedy shows Have You Been Paying Attention?, Thank God You’re Here, 7Days 
and has hosted multiple episodes of The Cheap Seats. Emma is also a regular writer 
on The Cheap Seats, Have You Been Paying Attention?, Taskmaster S5 as well as 
awards shows The AACTAs and The Logies.

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Graphic Novel

Themes
Adventure, Friendship, Sibling 
antics

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

8+

ISBN: 9781761620690 

RRP: $19.99 

Pages: 192 

StEvEn and 
Parker: Dinos 
are Forever!
Parker James
8 APRIL 2026

The first graphic novel based on the hit YouTube channel StEvEn and 

Parker!

Meet StEvEn and his best buddy, Parker. StEvEn is an eight year old 
obsessed with all things dino, and has even assumed the role of CEO 
of the ‘Dino Club’, a club of his own making. Parker is his long suffering 
older brother who tries to get StEvEn out of trouble.

At the Orange County Fair, StEvEn feels left out when he can’t go on 
a ride with his brother Parker and Bianca, StEvEn’s one true love (AKA 
Parker’s girlfriend). But a chance encounter with Tatum, a lost Dino 
plushie, leads to misadventures with Parker, and at school as Steven 
desperately tries to run out the clock before Tatum’s real owner comes 
for him!

Inspired by the popular Youtube series, StEvEn and Parker is a riotous 
tale of over-the-top sibling antics and friendship that’ll have you 
laughing out loud!

About the author
Parker James is a social media creator, storyteller, writer and musician who has 
amassed a combined audience of over 17 million aggregate and 7.1 billion lifetime 
views of his comedic sketch Youtube series featuring the adventures of his hilarious 
family-friendly characters StEvEn and Parker. A chance discovery of a face-
filter on Snapchat gave birth to his future comedic character StEvEn, eventually 
spawning his Youtube series and his debut novel StEvEn and Parker. Diagnosed with 
a learning disability (Dyslexia and ADHD), Parker faced significant challenges in 
school. StEvEn’s curious personality and unique pronunciations like ‘boo tiful’ and 
‘veebo’ and playful language stems directly from Parker’s perspective as someone 
who sees and processes words differently.
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Interactive Novel

Themes
Choice, Adventure, Interactivity, 
Dinosaurs 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

9+

ISBN: 9781761353499

RRP: $16.99

Pages: 240 

9781760892401978176089239597817608923889781760892371

You Choose 
Mega:  
Prehistoric Peril
George Ivanoff
29 JULY 2025

A MEGA interactive novel for the highly adventurous. Read if you dare! 

Mistakes will cost you dearly . . .

You go on a school excursion to a new dinosaur-themed educational 
centre.

ROAR!

Do you go to the animatronics exhibition, and discover dangerous 
robot dinosaurs?

Or the research institute, where a rogue scientist has been 
experimenting with dinosaur DNA?

Or perhaps you uncover the secret time travel project, where pressing 
the wrong button accidentally transports you back in time!?

Whatever you choose, it’s going to be MEGA!

About the author
George Ivanoff is a Melbourne author who’s written more than 100 books for kids 
and teens, including the middle-grade novel Monster Island, the interactive You 
Choose series, the non-fiction Survival Guides, the RFDS Adventures and the  
Other Worlds series. 

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r

Text type

Graphic Memoir

Themes
Family dynamics, Autism, 
Siblings, High school, Living 
with a disability 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

9+

ISBN: 9781761046346

RRP: $19.99 

Pages: 288 

Oh Brother
Georgina Chadderton
10 FEBRUARY 2026

In this bright and thoughtful middle-grade graphic memoir, cartoonist 

Georgina Chadderton examines the fun and difficult parts of growing 

up alongside her autistic brother, Rob.

New house.

New school.

New best friend?

For a nervous kid who doesn’t like change, it’s a lot to deal with.

And that’s before Gina’s brother, Rob, gets involved.

From stealing Gina’s treats to climbing on the neighbours’ garage roof, 
Rob has a knack for causing chaos. Gina knows he doesn’t mean it, 
but worries that his quirks might scare off her new friend, Callie. Then 
again, maybe Gina’s own quirks are enough to drive Callie away!

This heartfelt and irresistible graphic memoir captures the complicated 
feelings that come from growing up with an autistic sibling who 
requires substantial support. It’s a story about friendship, family, 
disability, and the power of Vegemite toast.

About the author
Georgina Chadderton (she/they) is an awkward yet friendly Australian cartoonist 
with an undying love of eating snacks, drinking green tea, patting dogs and 
playing roller derby. Although Georgina has been published all over the globe, 
Oh Brother is her first full-length graphic novel. When they’re not making comics, 
Georgina co-directs Papercuts Comics Festival, runs comics-making workshops  
and reads comics by their favourite comics makers (basically, it’s all comics,  
all the time).
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Friendship, Drama, Musical 
theatre, Humour, High school 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

9+

ISBN: 9781761354175 

RRP: $16.99 

Pages: 304 

The Hits and 
Misses of  
Melody Moss
Helen Dallimore
4 NOVEMBER 2025

Meet your new bestie Melody Moss in a hilarious new series about 

friendship, school and what it takes to survive being twelve!

Melody Moss is starting high school and EVERYTHING is going WRONG!

· Her BFF has forgotten the Forever bit and has found New Friends  
  (aka The Clones).
· Her mum is taking food experimentation to a disgusting level.
· Her big sister pretends she doesn’t even exist.
· Her dog farts ALL THE TIME.
· And, her new crush has pushed her firmly into the Friend Zone.

She’s holding it together, but only just.

When a competition is announced to see who can write and direct 
the school musical, Melody JUMPS at the chance.

Will dancing octopuses (octopi?), a possibly life-threatening 
babysitting gig and a new friendship with a fellow musical-theatre 
tragic be just what Melody needs to get out of this mess? 

About the author
Helen is an actor, singer, director and writer who has enjoyed a successful career 
in theatre, musical theatre, film and television both in Australia and in the UK. She 
famously originated the role of Glinda in the West End production of  
Wicked opposite Idina Menzel. She won the Helpmann Award for her  
performance in Legally Blonde the Musical and was nominated for best  
actress in a musical for Blood Brothers. 

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r

SCAN FOR 
TEACHERS 
RESOURCES

9781761354199

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR



15

F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Imagination, Humour, 
Friendship, Surprise, Sacrifice 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

9781761352874

10+

ISBN: 9781761352898 

RRP: $14.99 

Pages: 160 

Zombie Road
TJ DOOM, Nahum Ziersch
2 DECEMBER 2025

Do you dare to be scared?

Ace Walker has one rule: never stay out after sunset.

Because when the sun goes down, the dead rise – fast, hungry and 
hunting for brains.

So, when his best friend Cassie collapses with appendicitis, Ace has 
one shot to save her: steal a truck and race across the desert to the 
nearest hospital before nightfall.

A flat tyre, an undead bike gang and an exploding petrol station? Just 
the beginning.

Because on Zombie Road, one wrong turn means death – or worse.

About the author
TJ DOOM lives off the grid in a crumbling mansion at the edge of a dark and 
windswept forest. Surrounded by creepy old portraits that appear to watch – and 
judge – the writer’s every move, DOOM spends the long, haunted nights crafting 
sinister stories designed to do just one thing: mess with your head. His tales are 
precision engineered for maximum dread. 

Nahum Ziersch was born and raised in the Clare Valley in South Australia. From 
a very young age he knew he wanted to draw for a living, surrounded by very 
artistic parents who encouraged and nurtured his passion. As a kid he would 
watch Astro Boy and stacks of other cartoons in his PJs, devour comics and 
draw his own imaginative worlds and characters. Nahum works as a freelance 
illustrator in Adelaide. While his main areas of work include editorial, advertising 
and educational illustrations, he still has a mad passion for creating quirky and 
expressive characters.

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Crime, Family stories 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

10+
9781760892654978014379181297801437917999781760892661

ISBN: 9781761349812 

RRP: $17.99 

Pages: 240

Raised by 
Wolves
Tristan Bancks
5 MAY 2026

Five years have passed. Ray Silver is back. Olive wants answers. What 

she fi nds is danger.

When your dad’s a fugitive, who do you trust – him, or yourself?

Twelve-year-old Olive Silver knows how to check every room with a 
knife, how to survive being alone and how to keep secrets. She’s had 
to – ever since her dad abandoned their family aft er a robbery gone 
wrong.

But the day she spots him outside her school, everything tilts. Against all 
reason, Olive follows. Through rain and darkness, across railway tracks 
and wrecking yards, she trails him, desperate for answers. Does he love 
her? Or is he only back for the money?

As the night spins out of control, Olive faces a choice: protect her 
family or protect the father who destroyed it.

Raised by Wolves is a tense, heart-stopping thriller about loyalty, 
betrayal and fi nding out who you really are when the people you trust 
most let you down.

About the author
Tristan Bancks tells stories for the page and screen. His books for kids and teens 
include Two Wolves, The Fall, Detention, Cop & Robber, Ginger Meggs, the Tom 
Weekly series and, most recently, Scar Town, a suspense-thriller that won the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Book of the Year for Younger Readers. His 
other awards and shortlistings include a CBCA Honour Book, the Prime Minister’s 
Literary Awards and the YABBA children’s choice book awards. 

A u s t ra l i a n
a u t h o r

Audiobook 
available
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Supernatural, Suspense, Thriller, 
Haunted house, Coming of 
age 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

12+
978176134198497817610498669781761045936

ISBN: 9781761355462 

RRP: $19.99 

Pages: 384 

Don’t Let  
Them Leave
Mike Lucas
5 MAY 2026

A compelling and spooky thriller in the best classic ghost story 

tradition. Inspired by Stephen King, Mike Lucas is a modern master of 

suspense.

One island.
One house.
One curse.

Ghosts aren’t real and houses can’t come to life.

Charlotte knows these facts to be true.

Yet when Charlotte and her siblings are orphaned and sent to live with 
their grandmother on remote Black Island, she begins to realise that 
only one thing is certain: they shouldn’t be there.

But will they ever be able to leave?

About the author
Mike Lucas is an author of picture books and young adult novels. His YA fiction has 
been shortlisted for the Readings Book Prize, CBCA Book of the Year Awards and 
the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards. His picture book Where is Cheeky Monster? 
won the 2025 Speech Pathology Award for children from birth to 3 years. Mike 
presents writing and poetry workshops at schools, owns a bookshop in Blackwood, 
South Australia, and works as a full-time engineer. He has very little time to sleep, 
but often thinks up a poem or two while he does.

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

Audiobook 
available

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Shakespeare, Betrayal, Family, 
Revenge, Ambition, Literature, 
Theatre 

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

978176089073597817613400249780143779278

12+

ISBN: 9781761349744 

RRP: $16.99 

Pages: 224 

Romeo  
v Juliet
R.A. Spratt
3  FEBRUARY 2026

The OG enemies-to-lovers story gets the R.A. Spratt treatment!

Selby does not want to be in the school play. She is much happier 
behind the scenes painting sets – anything to avoid standing on stage 
in front of an audience, performing for disinterested classmates and 
overenthusiastic parents.

So Selby did not plan on landing the lead role of Juliet . . . and she 
certainly never planned to land in Verona and meet Juliet in person.

With chaos, wit and R.A. Spratt wisdom, if those who rush stumble and 
fall, Romeo and Juliet are about to crash-land into a modern-day 
town!

With warmth, brilliant banter, deadpan humour and, well, dead 
people, R.A. Spratt brings her trademark wit to Shakespeare’s famous 
play.

About the author
R.A. Spratt was born in the UK and lived in Dursley, Gloucestershire – a town 
immortalised by Harry Potter’s deeply unpleasant relatives – until she was two 
years old. Then, like many ambitious English people cursed with regional accents 
so strong no other British person can take them seriously, her family moved to 
Australia. Now based in Bowral NSW, she’s the bestselling writer of dozens of absurd 
and witty books including Friday Barnes, The Adventures of Nanny Piggins,  
The Peski Kids and the Shockingly and Astonishingly Good Stories collections. Her 
podcast, Bedtime Stories with R.A. Spratt, has had over 5 million downloads and 
connects R.A. with story-lovers across the globe. 

OTHER TITLES BY THIS AUTHOR

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Puzzles, Resilience, Adventure, 
Friendship

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

13+

ISBN: 9781761351068

RRP: $19.99

Pages: 320 

The Locked 
Room
Adam Cece
5 AUGUST 2025

The clock is ticking . . .

Andy and three other kids wake up in a locked room.

The room has no windows, but it has a locked door, with a countdown 
clock above it.

They have less than an hour to figure out how to get out of this room. 
But when they do . . .?

There’s another locked room, and more locked doors. And they can’t 
go back.

‘It feels like a video game wrapped in an escape room inside a book’  

TRISTAN BANCKS, author of Scar Town

About the author
Adam Cece is an award-winning author of children’s books, including Wesley 

Booth Super Sleuth, Twin Spin and the hilarious Huggabie Falls series, which has 
been published worldwide. He is passionate about inspiring people, young and 
old, to read and write. He is a South Australian Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Ambassador, mentor, workshop facilitator and manuscript assessor, and visits 
schools and libraries delivering fun, interactive talks focused on being an author, 
the craft of writing, getting published, solving mysteries, and how to write a 
cracking shopping list.

A u s t ra l i a n 
a u t h o r

SCAN FOR 
TEACHERS 
RESOURCES
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F E AT U R E D  T I T L E S

Audiobook 
available

AGE RANGE

Text type

Narrative

Themes
Mystery, School, Murder, Mind 
control

General Capabilities
Critical and creative thinking

978176135063497817613424249781761342417

12+

ISBN: 9781761350641 

RRP: $19.99 

Pages: 336 

What Have  
They Done to 
Liza McLean?
Amy Doak
28 OCTOBER 2025

Dark academia meets The Stepford Wives in this new YA mystery thriller 

from the bestselling author of Eleanor Jones is Not a Murderer.

Meg McLean is a scholarship student at the ultra-elite Douglas 
College. Meg’s younger sister, Liza, is along for the ride, and everything 
Liza has done since they arrived at the school seems to be putting 
their chances of success at risk.

Until one day, when Liza’s behaviour is so at odds with her usual 
temperament that Meg knows something is very, very wrong.

Benedict Hargreaves (the Fourth) is Douglas College’s wealthiest 
student and perhaps the only one who isn’t influenced by the school 
and its strict code of conduct. Is he brave enough to help Meg 
uncover what has happened to her sister? Or is he part of the elusive 
‘they’ who seem to be controlling everything – and everyone?

And, when more than one murder takes place, can Meg really trust 
anyone?

About the author
Amy Doak writes mysteries filled with action, adventure, fun and heart. Her debut 
Young Adult novel Eleanor Jones is not a Murderer won the 2024 Davitt Award for 
Best Crime Novel; was a CBCA 2024 notable; and was shortlisted for both the 2024 
ABIA Awards Books of the Year for Older Readers, and for the 2024 Davitt Awards 
Best Debut Crime Novel. 
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SERENDIPITY
GABBIE BENDA

9781761621352 $17.99

What happens when the 

luckiest kid in the world 

becomes extraordinarily 

unlucky?

THIS IS NOT THE DIARY 
OF IZZY DOBSON
ABIGAIL BALFE

9780241574539 $16.99

A neurodivergent preteen 

girl navigating school life 

and fi nding friendship.

KYLIE MINOGUE
MIA ASHLEY, CAROLINE 

GARCIA

9781761358852 $5.99

A beautifully illustrated and 

collectible Little Golden 

Book!

I DON’T NEED A LITTLE 
BROTHER
NAT AMOORE, NATHANIEL 

ECKSTROM

9781761341946 $19.99

The essence of sibling 

relationships - the 

squabbles, the pranks and 

the love. 

COCK-A-DOODLE-
DOO!
PAMELA ALLEN

9781761354908 $24.99

This is a little mystery story. 

Can you tell how it’s going 

to end? 

UNFAIRIES
HUW AARON

9780241683767 $19.99

Prepare to enter the world 

of the Unfairies! Where 

battles are epic, mighty 

and mega.

RAISED BY WOLVES
TRISTAN BANCKS

9781761349812 $17.99

When your dad’s a fugitive, 

who do you trust – him, or 

yourself?

FLOATING BY THE 
CLOUDS
MOHAMMAD AWAD, 

NINA NILL

9781761047077 $24.99

A lyrical, weather-themed 

story about embracing our 

complex emotions.
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WONDERFUL WORDS 
FOR WRITING
ROALD DAHL

9780241611197 $19.99

Explore the world of words 

with inspiration from the 

stories of Roald Dahl.

BITZA BOOK 2
ANDREW DADDO, STEPHEN 

MICHAEL KING

9781761355998 $14.99

I’m Bitza the dog! A bit 

Labrador and a bit Poodle. 

I’ve found a new home!

BITZA BOOK 1
ANDREW DADDO, STEPHEN 

MICHAEL KING

9781761355974 $14.99

I’m Bitza the dog! A bit 

Labrador and a bit Poodle. 

I’m also a bit lost.

DETECTIVE BEANS AND 
THE MAP OF MYSTERY
LI CHEN

9781761353420 $17.99

Your favourite kitten 

detective is back with a 

new mystery to solve . . . 

and treasure to find!

OH BROTHER
GEORGINA CHADDERTON

9781761046346 $19.99

A story about friendship, 

family, disability and the 

power of Vegemite toast.

THE VERY HUNGRY 
CATERPILLAR’S 
AUSTRALIAN BEACHES
ERIC CARLE

9780241763193 $16.99

Everyone’s favourite 

Catepillar!

THE VERY HUNGRY 
CATERPILLAR’S 
AUSTRALIAN 
ADVENTURES
ERIC CARLE

9780241763186 $19.99

Everyone’s favourite 

Catepillar!

A REALLY SHORT 
HISTORY OF WORDS
BILL BRYSON

9780241666210 $32.99

Ever wondered why the 

English language turned 

out how it did?
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SPLENDIFEROUS 
STORIES
ROALD DAHL

9780241610800 $19.99

Develop creative writing 

skills with inspiration from 

the world of Roald Dahl.

GLORIUMPTIOUS 
POETRY
ROALD DAHL

9780241610787 $19.99

Develop creative writing 

skills with inspiration from 

the world of Roald Dahl. 

THE TWITS: THE TERRIBLE 
TALE OF TWITLANDIA
ROALD DAHL 

9780241729892 $16.99

A brand-new Twits story 

based on the upcoming 

Netflix film!

GHOST GUITAR
TJ DOOM, NAHUM ZIERSCH

9781761352874 $14.99

When a ghostly gig could 

banish a demon forever.

THE BREAK UP: IT’S A 
TWIN THING
KRISTIN DARELL

9781761353598 $14.99

Being a twin is forever, but 

for Abigail and Brooklyn, 

starting grade five is about 

to test their bond.

THE SECRETS AND 
SCANDALS OF MELODY 
MOSS
HELEN DALLIMORE

9781761354199 $16.99

A hilarious new series about 

friendship and what it takes 

to survive being thirteen!

THE HITS AND MISSES 
OF MELODY MOSS
HELEN DALLIMORE

9781761354175 $16.99

A hilarious new series about 

friendship and what it takes 

to survive being twelve!

ZOMBIE ROAD
TJ DOOM, NAHUM ZIERSCH

9781761352898 $14.99

Never, EVER go out  

after dark.
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THE AMAZING 
GENERATION
JONATHAN HAIDT, 

CATHERINE PRICE

9780241806586 $24.99

How can we live a happy 

and exciting life without a 

smartphone?

THE UMBRELLA
NIKI FOREMAN, BINNY TALIB

9781761348242 $24.99

For everyone who’s ever 

felt, ‘I don’t fit.’ This is for 

you.

MARY’S GAME
JASMIN McGAUGHEY,  

CATE JAMES

9781761356216 $12.99

A vibrant new series from 

football star Mary Fowler 

about friendship, sport  

and fun.

THE FAR-OUT FIVE: SNOT 
JELLY ISLAND
OLAF FALAFEL

9780241732618 $19.99

Our world got flipped, 

turned upside down,  

when the funfair came  

to town . . .

YOU CHOOSE FARM
PIPPA GOODHART, NICK 

SHARRATT

9780241730720 $16.99

The second title in a brand 

new You Choose board 

book series that’s perfect 

for toddlers!

DON’T FORGET
JANE GODWIN, ANNA 

WALKER

9781761040955 $19.99

A timely and uplifting 

picture book reflecting on 

what’s important.

CHILDISH
MORRIS GLEITZMAN

9781761343759 $16.99

A funny story about kids 

fixing things.

BEACH PARTY
JASMIN McGAUGHEY,  

CATE JAMES

9781761356230 $12.99

A vibrant new series from 

football star Mary Fowler 

about friendship, sport  

and fun.
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TROUBLE WITH 
CHUFFLES
TANYA HENNESSY, RACHAEL 

MCLEAN

9781761354410 $14.99

Sunny and Storm’s quest for 

dictionary stardom unravels 

in chaotic, word-filled fun.

SUNNY AND STORM
TANYA HENNESSY, RACHAEL 

MCLEAN

9781761354298 $14.99

Best friends Sunny and 

Storm are besticles with a 

wondermonious talent for 

creating new words.

THE GIRL AND THE 
GHOST
JACQUELINE HARVEY

9781761349409 $16.99

A French village, new 

friends, fabulous food, a 

local mystery to be solved 

and . . . a ghost.

FAMILY SECRETS
JACQUELINE HARVEY

9781761349416 $16.99

A trip to Paris and Versailles, 

an escaped convict, an 

ancient underground 

cave network and family 

mysteries! 

FUNNY FAIRYTALE 
COLLECTION
TIM HARRIS, CHRISTOPHER 

NIELSEN

9781761355141 $16.99

Side-splitting retellings of 

your favourite fairytales!

A BOX FULL OF 
MURDERS
JANICE HALLETT

9780241636183 $16.99

YOU know the facts. YOU 

have all the clues. Can 

YOU solve the mystery? 

YOU AND THE UNIVERSE
STEPHEN HAWKING, LUCY 

HAWKING

9780241657515 $16.99

Let’s work together to 

make the future a place 

we want to visit.

THE STORY OF ART 
WITHOUT MEN
KATY HESSEL

9780241738191 $45.00

How many women artists 

do you know? Who makes 

art history?
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CAN YOU GET MUSIC 
ON THE MOON?
DR SHEILA KANANI

9780241522172 $22.99

An exploration of the 

amazing science of sound 

and space.

DEXTER PROCTER THE 
10-YEAR-OLD DOCTOR
ADAM KAY

9780241668610 $16.99

A laugh-out-loud new 

fiction series about the 

world’s youngest doctor.

StEvEn and Parker: 
Dinos are Forever!
PARKER JAMES

9781761620690 $19.99

The first graphic novel 

based on the hit YouTube 

channel StEvEn and Parker!

THE KID WHO FELL 
THROUGH TIME
GREG JAMES, CHRIS SMITH

9780241470572 $16.99

Angus had never been very 

interested in history until he 

visited it by accident one 

Tuesday night.

YOU CHOOSE MEGA: 
PREHISTORIC PERIL
GEORGE IVANOFF

9781761353499 $16.99

A MEGA interactive novel 

for the highly adventurous. 

Read if you dare!

THERE WAS A ROMAN 
IN YOUR GARDEN
BETTANY HUGHES

9780241662151 $22.99

Unpack the treasure chest 

and discover the objects 

that a child just like YOU 

was using thousands of 

years ago.

STORIES FOR THE KID 
NEXT DOOR
EMMA HOLLAND

9781761352072 $16.99

The debut middle grade 

book from one of the 

funniest voices in Australian 

comedy.

WHO IS ON THE FARM, 
SPOT? 
ERIC HILL

9780241720998 $16.99

Join Spot and Mum on the 

farm as they discover lots 

of baby animals.
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Out of the gate and 
o� for a walk went 
Hairy Maclary from 
Donaldson’s Dairy . . .

Instil a lifetime love of learning with Lynley 

Dodd’s iconic Hairy Maclary stories. The 

brilliantly clever rhyme and vivid, engaging 

pictures in Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s 

Dairy have turned this story into a children’s 

classic, beloved for over 40 years – and it’s 

still one of the most popular picture books 

today!

Read along with Peppa 
and finish every day 
snorting with laughter!

Peppa Pig stories introduce young readers 

to key early learning topics from writing and 

counting to emotional development. The 

story books feature simple, clear dialogue 

to help expand children’s vocabulary, and 

the interactive board books use shapes 

to help children identify and complete 

patterns.

Meet Hairy Maclary 
and his friends!

Learn with Peppa Pig

9781776957019

9781776957453 9781776957293

9781776957088 9780141330969
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Australia’s foremost writer of picture books for young children

Mem Fox
Through gentle storytelling and expertly cra� ed 

language, Mem Fox’s books encourage early 

literacy. Her picture books have become essential 

reading in Australian classrooms, celebrated for their 

lyrical language, emotional resonance and deep 

understanding of how children learn. Mem’s stories 

create memorable shared-reading experiences 

through rhythm and phonological awareness while 

also fostering empathy, belonging and connection. 

Perfect for preschool read-alouds, modelled reading 

or foundational literacy lessons, Mem Fox’s work 

continues to inspire confi dence, curiosity and a 

lifelong love of storytelling in young learners.

‘Mem Fox’s books are like 
a warm blanket; they have 
a way of making the world 

seem a little cosier.’ – The Age

9780670041497
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9780307020468 9780307021342 9780593566695 9781101930922 9781761358852 9780307030719 9780307960245

9780593566718 9781524766849 9781761358869 9780385378611 9780593123881 9780593427392 9780593647301

9781761358845 9781761358876 9780593652176 9780593807859 9780593896860 9780593896884 9781761620959

From beloved classic tales and inspiring biographies 

through to new stories that mirror the popular 

culture of today, Little Golden Books shape 

childhood memories. The best authors and 

illustrators combine to create stories that last a 

lifetime!

First published in 1942, Little Golden Books have 

helped millions of children develop a lifelong love 

of reading.

Today, there are hundreds of Little Golden Books – 

the classics of tomorrow, ready to be discovered 

between their sturdy cardboard covers and iconic 

gold-foil spines today.

There’s a Little 

Golden Book 

for that! 
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