TEACHERS’ RESOURCES

Eleanor Jones is Playing
with Fire
Amy Doak

PLOT SUMMARY

Eleanor Jones isn’t looking for trouble.

But someone is starting fires in Cooinda - and
the first one looks like a murder. Eleanor is
determined not to get involved, but when she
receives a note warning her to ‘keep quiet’ she
can’t help but work out who sent it.

Who had motive to murder Eleanor’s neighbour?
Could it really be one of her classmates? And
are the fires connected to the car thefts in town?
The more Eleanor tries to do the right thing, the
more danger she finds herselfin. ..

RECOMMENDED FOR
Ages 13+ (Years 7 t0 10)

CONTENTS

1. Plot summary
2. About the author
3. Pre-reading questions
4. Writing style

5. Key study topics
6. Key quotes

7. Discussion Questions & Activities
8. Worksheet

9. Further reading

10. Order form

NO O W WwNNNDN =

KEY CURRICULUM AREAS

e Learning areas: English

e General capabilities: Literacy; Critical and
creative thinking; Ethical understanding,
personal and social capability

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK

e Fantastic new mystery in the Eleanor Jones
series.

e Great YA cosy crime novel by an upcoming
Australian author.

THEMES

e Community and social connectedness
e Fire and digital safety

e Friendship and relationships

PUBLICATION DETAILS
ISBN: 9781761350634 (paperback);
9781760149970 (ebook); 9781761353970 (audio).

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for
use and study within schools, but they may not be
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered
for commercial sale.

Visit penguin.com.au/schools to find out how our
fantastic Penguin Random House Australia books can
be used in the classroom and sign up to the monthly
schools newsletter for all the latest educational
resources.

Copyright © Penguin Random House Australia 2024



Eleanor Jones is Playing with Fire by Amy Doak

ABOUT AMY DOAK

Amy Doak writes mysteries filled with action,
adventure, fun and heart. Her debut Young Adult
novel Eleanor Jones is Not a Murderer won the 2024
Davitt Award for Best Crime Novel; was a CBCA 2024
notable; and was shortlisted for both the 2024 ABIA
Awards Books of the Year for Older Readers, and for
the 2024 Davitt Awards Best Debut Crime Novel. She

has two more mysteries for teens coming out in 2025.

Amy lives in regional Victoria with her husband, two
teenage children, dog, and a very grumpy cat.

PRE-READING QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES

1. Look atthe cover. Why do you think the designer
used those images?

1. How has the designer used the typography and
colour to communicate what the book is about
and what genre or category it might fit into?

2. Look atthe back cover of the book and study the
cover for the other books in the series, Eleanor
Jones is Not a Murderer and Eleanor Jones Can'’t
Keep a Secret. How has the designer established
a ‘look’ for the series?

3. Based on the blurb on the back of the book,
design your own cover.

WRITING STYLE

Questions and activities
1. How would you describe Amy’s writing style?

2. How has Amy used words to accurately describe
the house fire in the first chapter of the book.
What types of words and phrases help set the
scene for this event?

3. How has Amy hooked the reader into the story in
the first few pages?

4. Eleanor’s voice drives the narrative forward. Can
you identify words, phrases or speech patterns
that make Eleanor’s voice unique? Have you read
other novels featuring a strong narrative voice?

5. As athird book in the series, how has the author
managed to give readers enough of a recap of the
previous books’ plotlines to fillthem in. Do you
think this would be a difficult balance to get right?

KEY STUDY TOPICS

Fire and the environment

Questions and activities

1.

There is a description of the house fire on page 4-
5. Read this description and then research the
effects fire has on a structure. How accurate is
the description?

Holly says, ‘There hasn’t been a decentrain in
Cooinda for over a decade’. (p.7) Do you think this
is possible in certain parts of Australia? Why is
this such a problem in rural areas? Research how
long drought can last in different parts of the
country.

In groups, research how rural communities
prepare for fires. Look at how this would impact
different parts of the community: those living in
town, farmers and community leaders.

Eleanor has been living in Cooinda for quite a few
months when the fires and car thefts begin. What
type of effect do you think crime has in small
communities? Does it have the same impact as it
does in big cities?

Do you think Eleanor, even though she hasn’t
lived in the town long, has a sense of
responsibility towards the community? How is
this demonstrated in the text?

Digital safety and behaviour

Questions and activities

1.

Tyler has put herself in a dangerous situation by
sending nude photographs to Baxter. Research
the legal implications of this action. Do you agree
with Eleanor’s feelings on this? (p.101)

Read the conversation Eleanor and her friends
have on pages 100-104. Do you think you would
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be able to choose a ‘side’ in this situation? Or
would you feel stuck in the middle like Eleanor?

3. Eleanor uses her phone to stay in contact with
Troy during the climax of the story — how could
things have been different if she hadn’t done this?

4. Divide into two groups and debate the following
statement: ‘Communications technology has
more positives than negatives in our lives today.’

Social connectedness or being ‘embraced by
the village’

Questions and activities

1. Research the saying ‘nature or nurture’. Do you
think it’s as simple as someone being influenced
by one or the other? How do you think this applies
to various characters in the story? For example:
Olivia, Deklan, Eleanor or Ethan?

2. Breakinto groups and hold a mini debate on
which is more powerful during a child’s
development — nature or nurture.

3. Vitalks about a person being ‘embraced by the
village’. (p.238) Can you think of any people in the
public eye who have been ‘embraced by the
village’? How has this effected their lives, do you
think?

4. There are quite a few characters in the story who
have tough home lives. Look at how they each
have responded to their difficulties in life. (For
example, Olivia, Jarrod and Ethan, Deklan.)

5. Compare Olivia’s home life to Eleanor’s. How
does the phrase ‘nature versus nurture’ apply
here?

Friendships

1. How did you feel about Eleanor telling Holly about
Tyler and the photos? Do you think this will affect
her relationship with Camille?

2. Doyou thinkit’s true that friendship groups can
become a bit cliquey? How can this be
prevented?

3. Has Olivia joining the friendship group changed
the dynamics? What do you think she brings to
the group? How do you think she will fit in — will

she be a part of the group in the long run? Why or
why not?

How has Eleanor’s relationship with her friends
changed and developed in this story?

Why do you think Camille and Tyler are friends?

KEY QUOTES

1.

‘If someone is trying to get a laugh at someone
else’s expense, then they’re not very funny really,’
she says. Her gentle tone has passed and now
she’s back to matter-of-fact Min. ‘It’s picking low-
hanging fruit and it’s pretty lazy on their part, and |
see no reason why they shouldn’t get called out
forthat.” (p.112)

What do you think about Min’s words here? Do
you agree with them? Can you think of instances
where you have heard or seen people use humour
to put people down? How did you deal with it?

‘Don’t worry, Min.” Holly stops writing in her
notepad and glares at Troy and me, her gaze
steely and frankly, quite terrifying. ‘Troy and
Eleanor are both smart enough to know that
sending or distributing naked or semi-naked
images at this age makes them guilty of child
pornography and they would never think to do
something so reckless or thoughtless. Correct?’
(p-125)

Were you surprised by this statement by Holly?
Do you think it’s okay that there would be no legal
repercussions for Baxter unless he then
forwarded the photos?

She makes a sharp clicking sound with her
tongue. ‘It makes me think of that old African
proverb. What is it? “The child who is not
embraced by the village will burn it down to feel
its warmth.” So sad.’ (p.238)

Have you heard this saying before? Do you think it
could apply to more than one characterin the
story?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES

1.

Look at the list of books Eleanor reads on page 27
and match them with the social themes she
mentions at the bottom of page 27 and top of
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page 28. You might have to research the books if
you aren’t familiar with them.

Choose a scene from the story and write it from a
different character’s point of view. You could
choose to write the scene in prose, or perhaps
write a diary entry, blog or play script.

Which novel would you have chosen for the group
assignment? Why would you choose that book
and what are the social themes in the text? Who
in the community would you then talk to about
your chosen novel’s themes?

Eleanoris more determined to keep out of trouble
in this story. How has she tried to do that? Find
evidence in the text that she is trying to be a bit
more responsible?

How has Eleanor changed since book one? How
is this evident in the text? Are there things she was
doing earlier in the series that she isn’t anymore?

Research and/or read The Outsiders by S. E.
Hinton. Why do you think Amy Doak chose this
title to be the focus of Eleanor’s class
assignment? What similarities and differences do
the two books have?

Eleanor is frustrated by Tyler’s lack of empathy
after their visit to the hospital. (p.179) What do
you think it would take for Tyler to show some
sympathy or understand for other people? Why do
you think Eleanor never sees a different side of
Tyler?




WORKSHEET

Create a map of Cooinda and include all the main settings from the story. Make sure you
include:

e Cooinda Secondary School

e Eleanor’s neighbourhood

e The location where Baxter’s car is found
e Hospital and library

e Thefooty ground



FURTHER READING FROM PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA

AUTHOR OF ELEMOR JonES
1S NOT 4 MURERER

Eleanor Jones Can’t
Keep a Secret
by Amy Doak

Things have settled down in
Cooinda and Eleanor Jones is
getting used to her new normal —
spending time with her friends,
going to school, and working on a
project at the local old age home.
But just as things start to feel
calm, a series of events once
again rock Eleanor’s world: Troy’s
ex-girlfriend is back in town and,
during a visit to the old age home,
Eleanor’s buddy Nance admits to
witnessing a murder, swearing
Eleanor to secrecy.

In an effort to definitely not be
concerned about Troy’s ex,
Eleanor throws herself into
solving the mystery of the murder
Nance spoke about. Enlisting the
help of new friend and genealogy
expert Jem to research Nance’s
past, Eleanor soon realises that
digging into old secrets can
sometimes be incredibly
dangerous indeed.

Teachers’ resources available.

EleanorJones is Not a
Murderer by Amy Doak

Eleanor Jones has just started at
her ninth high school in less than
five years. Since she and her mum
are always moving on, Eleanor
likes to stay on the outer, to stay
invisible. So maybe it’s just bad
luck that the very first person she
talks to at Cooinda Secondary
College, Angus Marshall, is
stabbed and left for dead the
same day. The last message on
Angus’s phone is from Eleanor.

After being interviewed by the
police, Eleanor realises they don’t
have all the facts and decides to
investigate. In trying to
understand what happened to
Angus, Eleanor inadvertently
becomes involved with an
eclectic group of fellow students —
all of whom have their own
reasons to want to solve the
mystery.

As they slowly unravel Angus’s
secrets, Eleanor discovers the
true meaning of friendship —and
uncovers a danger lurking at the
heart of the town . . .

Teachers’ resources available.

A Gk, & Jek, B Corceal, & Froma

OF US

KAREN M. McMANUS

One of Us is Lying
by Karen M McManus

Five students go to detention.
Only four leave alive.

Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never
publicly broken a rule.

Sports star Cooper only knows
what he's doing in the baseball
diamond.

Bad boy Nate is one misstep away
from a life of crime.

Prom queen Addy is holding
together the cracks in her perfect
life.

And outsider Simon, creator of the
notorious gossip app at Bayview
High, won't ever talk about any of
them again.

He dies 24 hours before he could
post their deepest secrets online.
Investigators conclude it's no
accident. All of them are
suspects.

Everyone has secrets, right?

What really matters is how far
you'll go to protect them.

Teachers’ resources available.
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Playing with Amy Doak 9781761350634 7-10 $19.99
Fire

Eleanor Jones

Can’t Keep a Amy Doak 9781761342424 7-10 $19.99
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